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Inside this Issue

MAY  
21 - SJ CWA Celebration in the Country 
Table Setting Viewing 5:00-9:00pm, 
Roberts-Union Farm Center, Stockton 
22 - SJ CWA Celebration in the Country 
Table Setting Luncheon 10:30am viewing, 
11:30am luncheon, Roberts-Union Farm 
Center, Stockton 
JUNE 
11-20 - AgFest 
16 - SJ CWA Meeting TBD (Do you have 
an idea of where to have the next 
meeting? Please message Leslie.) 
JULY 
21 -SJ CWA Meeting, tentative, stay 
tuned… 

M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

What’s In It For Me?

Check our new Banner! 
Our chapter purchased this 
3’x2’ banner to be displayed 
at any location where SJ 
CWA is meeting or working. 
This will help you to find 
our chapter all over our 
county, especially as we 
travel throughout our 
county for our meetings 
each month. Look for the 
banner to help find the 
Roberts-Union Farm Center 
where the Annual 
Celebration in the Country 
takes place on May 21-22. 
You should be able to see it 
from the road. 

I know it is kind of a harsh title. But I have been talking to a lot of community 
members since the chokehold on our ability to meet and do fundraising has 
loosened some. A lot of civic, non-profit, and charitable organizations have 
struggled during the pandemic. This tragedy has shown the good and ugly of 
humanity. It has also shown that there is a need for Civic Duty. 
Civicism - devotion to civic interests and causes. I will focus on women, though 
men have many more organizations and opportunities to do this than women. 
Think of all the civic groups in your community. There is school, sports, religious, 
ethnic, healthcare, disease, animal, environment, political, humankind, children, 
arts, history, elderly, the list is overwhelming. What do you and your family 
contribute to the community? Are you involved in any organization already? Do 
you just show up and participate from others’ efforts? Each of these groups has a 
purpose, fills a need, supports and helps those who cannot do for themselves. This 
pandemic has shown how vulnerable we all are. The government cannot care for 
everyone. Those in need rely on their communities, friends and families to help 
them when they are struggling or desperate. 
I have grown up in a family that volunteers, as did my late husband’s family. My 
kids have been in all kinds of civic groups. I teach by showing them that they have 
a civic responsibility to help society. I have been mentored by amazing get-it-done 
women. We have lost so many this year, hence my plea to you. We need to fill their 
shoes. Our predecessors were warriors, they raised families, worked in family 
businesses or public, cooked, cleaned and still found time to support their chosen 
charities. They brought babies to meetings, left dinner in the oven. They did it all. 
They did this because they felt, as a community, they had more power, funds, 
influence, etc. whether it was for their children’s school, sports, church, cultural 
organization. Maybe life does not go as hoped. Maybe you encounter violence in a 

(continued on next page)



Come to a Celebration in the Country!
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President’s Message, cont.

There is no May meeting but we really hope you will come see all the beautiful 
tables. Check out sanjoaquncwa.com or email, call or text Leslie at 209.609.4789 
or lesliedriever@gmail.com with your reservation. 
Table Setters are hard at work getting their tables ready for our annual 
Celebration in the Country Table Setting event. Join us on the evening of May 21 
($10/person) for the Viewing (we need appetizers, can you help?) and on 
Saturday, May 22 for the viewing and catered luncheon ($25/person). If you are 
setting a table, please call Leslie at 209.609.4789 to organize your set-up date/
time. Vendors, contact Leslie with your interest. Please see page 4 of this 
newsletter for complete details. **Just to be clear, all rules of wearing a mask and 
social distancing still apply at the May event.**

Calling All Members

relationship, or have an injury or health need. What if those groups were not 
there to help? 
I know many retirees. During Covid the majority quarantined as suggested. 
Zoom meetings are difficult for this age group, but it still gave them the 
opportunity to contribute, to have social interaction, to feel like they have a 
bigger purpose. While you are young you have so many activities to fill your days, 
but at different stages in your life there is still a need for your support. You are of 
value to civic organizations. 
What’s in it for me? Let’s go through it chronologically. 
Young Children – Socialization, Manners, Empathy, Public Speaking, Observing, 
Learning, and Giving. 
Teens – Character, Potential Educational direction, School Resume, Public 
Speaking, Interaction, Technology, Potential Jobs, Courtesy, Respect, Kindness, 
Broadening their world view. 
Twenty Somethings - Job and Social Networking, Resume Building, Potential 
Careers, at this age you may not have available funds for contributing, but you 
have technology savvy, and time. 
Parenting/Adulting - You are in the thick of it. You are busy whether with work 
or family or both. But as a mother I needed female adult companionship. The 
organizations your children participate in need you. Your kids need to know 
about their history and culture. You need to show your kids how to get involved. 
If you do not have children, then you have opportunity to expand your contacts, 
friends and horizons. It gives you the opportunity to share your skills and 
experience. 
Empty Nester - You have funds and extra time. You may be looking for a 
purpose, friends, hobby or adventure. You are at the time when it’s about you, 
and maybe grandkids. You have time to help like never before. You have 
knowledge, time and money to contribute to society and all of its needs. 
Retiree - You may not be physically able to do as much as previously but you have 
all the time in the world. You are now the Teacher, the leader, the mentor. You 
are keeping the organization relevant and purposeful. You are telling the story of 
the predecessors. 
The most important gift of being a good citizen is giving. It makes you feel good. 
It is a high, a rush, an adrenaline and endorphin boost. There is no drug or 
amount of money that can give you this. It just takes you stepping up and 
helping. Be the change. 
I will miss you, Rosie. 

Stay Healthy and Volunteer.

Leslie Avansino
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Krista McCoon’s passion for our agriculture industry runs 
deep in her family. As our local AgVenture Coordinator, 
Krista demonstrated that AgVenture could still thrive 
even through a pandemic. Look to the right side of this page 
to find the sjcagventure.com websites to watch the virtual 
field trips and presentations. She is a past recipient of a SJ 
CWA scholarship and is outstanding in her field!
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sjcagventure.com Presentations

Memorial Scholarships are awarded to the 
children and grandchildren of SJ CWA 
members. This scholarship is funded 
through generous donations. Contact Karen 
Cultrera at 209.982.4945 for more 
information. 

         *** SJ CWA email *** 
SanJoaquinCWA@gmail.com

Sounding Staff
Member Spotlight

Serving as the San Joaquin County AgVenture Coordinator, Krista 
McCoon spreads her passion for the agricultural industry to the 
community. This role allows her to help educate 10,000 third graders 
annually about agriculture and healthy living. Having showed swine 
through both 4-H and FFA programs, her passion for agriculture and the 
hardworking men and women who make up the industry runs deep. 
“I’m proud to be bringing agriculture education and experiential learning 
to third graders in our county and positively representing agriculture to 
our community,” Krista said.
Krista is a product of the CWA program, having received a scholarship and 
support for her masters’ thesis “Perceptions of Youth Livestock Exhibits at the 
California State Fair”. She’s been a member for seven years and enjoys being 
involved in various activities.
Residing in the small-town gem, Escalon, Krista and her husband Ryan 
raise their two small children, Rylee and Kade. Ryan, who also works in 
agriculture, runs the family sheep operation - McCoon Club Lambs out of 
Modesto.
“We enjoy exposing our kids to agriculture both on the farm and by ‘helping 
mom with her work’ and can’t wait to see where this industry takes them.” 
Krista noted.

mailto:SanJoaquinCWA@gmail.com
http://sjcagventure.com
mailto:kathierivara@gmail.com
mailto:carolynburtis@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cultrera1@aol.com
mailto:growerschoicesuz@aol.com?subject=
http://sanjoaquincwa.com
http://cawomen4ag.com
http://learnaboutag.org
http://www.agleaders.org
https://www.sjcagventure.com/events
https://www.sjcagventure.com/pesentations


Directions to Roberts-Union Farm Center:
From I-5 in French Camp, take Mathews Road exit, head west. Follow Mathews Road for about one mile, 
slight left turn onto Howard Road. Follow Howard Road for about 4.5 miles. Roberts-Union Farm Center will 
be on your right.



One way YOU can help State CWA: 
Please remember that Edele Norman, our liaison to CWA’s AgOne BBQ Task Force Director, has asked that 
we share our spring/summer bounty for the Country Store that is a fundraiser held during the AgOne BBQ. If 
you are a crafter or food preservationist; please set aside some of your fruits of your labor for the Country 
Store. If you need any ideas, give Edele a friendly call at 209.986.7641

QR Code Commodity homework is due now! Get your commodity reports to Angie Vana ASAP! Turn it in to 
4avana@gmail.com

AgFest: This past year has been full of changes in how we plan and then implement those plans. Please 
contact Angie Vana at 209.608.1411 if you are interested in helping out in some way to make AgFest a great 
learning experience (and a lot of fun!) for the youth of our county. 

Thoughts of Rosie 
By Terry Paoletti

Rosalie Togninali was proud to be a charter member of the San 
Joaquin Chapter of California Women for Agriculture (SJ CWA). If 
our Chapter felt something needed to be done and handled, she 
would gladly take on the challenge if no one else raised her hand. 
Whenever our Chapter participated in an event where decorating 
or arts and crafts took place, Rosie was there. From our award-
winning San Joaquin County Fair Booths, to our decorated tables at 
the Ag Hall of Fame Banquets and even to our basket donations to 
the State CWA Ag Boosters BBQ, Rosie was in the middle of it, 
putting on final touches with a practiced eye, always with a 
hesitancy to not hurt anyone’s feelings if she did not agree with the 
look of something. 

Rosie had hosted our organization’s most successful membership 
drive and luncheon: the “Celebration in the Country” Table Setting 
Luncheon, which had been held in her home for over 20 years. I 
know this was a lot of work, but I truly believe it was a labor of love 
for her. Rosie was the face of SJ CWA to many people in the 
community. She sat on committees representing us, going to events, 
meeting people and building relationship bridges. She sat on the 
Bequest Management Fund Committee which helps to fund high 
school and extended college scholarships, as well as special projects.

In 2020, our Chapter nominated Rosie and Aldo Togninali to the 
Agricultural Hall of Fame in honor of their hard work dedicated to 
agriculture. In early 2021, the Ag Hall of Fame Committee met and 
selected them to join the list of inductees. Rosie was also honored as 
our San Joaquin CWA Woman of the Year in 1995 and was awarded 
the Cornucopia Award in 2017. 

I will miss her smile, her easy laugh and our talks about our families, our SJ CWA Chapter and the state of agriculture. 
I will miss sitting next to her at meetings and those summer days working on a fair booth with everyone just chatting 
and working. And I will miss seeing her hosting the Table Setting and the Scholarship BBQ, saying she’s not doing 
anything, just letting the younger gals do all the work. 

Rosie is someone we all aspire to be: a friend, a mentor, a spitfire when required, an inspiration to others. And she was 
humble. She would not like to hear all this, probably saying it was too much. But it’s not. Our Chapter (and our State 
CWA) will miss Rosie’s energy and spirit, her honesty and integrity, her attitude and her loyalty. She gave so much of 
herself, to her family, friends and organizations, willingly and selflessly.

Rosalie “Rosie” Togninali “… a 
friend, a mentor, a spitfire when 
required, an inspiration to others. 
And she was humble.”

mailto:4avana@gmail.com


Blast from the Past!

Left: Convention 2002 in Fresno: Group photo (l-r) Kathie 
Rivara, Helen Burke, Edele Norman, Laura Tower, Terry 
Paoletti, Ann Strecker and Marit Arana
Below: A stop on the Convention tour, an urban school 
garden, produce was then sold at the school’s farmers market.

Challenges
I will do more than belong - I will participate.
I will do more than care - I will help.
I will do more than believe - I will practice.
I will do more than be fair - I will be kind.
I will do more than forgive - I will forget.
I will do more than dream - I will work.
I will do more than teach - I will inspire.
I will do more than earn - I will enrich.
I will do more than give - I will serve.
I will do more than live - I will grow.
I will do more than be friendly - I will be a friend.
I will do more than be a citizen - I will be a patriot.

By Donald G. Ingalls

Above: Rosie Togninali and John Fugazi representing 
California Women for Agriculture at the Linden Cherry 
Festival Parade in May 2014.
Below: Suzanne Longstreth, Asm. Ken Cooley, Karen 
Cultrera and Roxann Fugazi at the May Statewide 
Meeting in 2013. Handbook 1987 California Women for 

Agriculture with an excerpt shown below.



Memorial Scholarship Fund Donation 
In the Name of:_________________________________________________________ 

Mail Acknowledgement Card to:_________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

Donor’s Name:__________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

How do you wish the card signed:________________________________________ 

Date:__________________________________   Amount: $_____________________ 

Tribute/Occasion:_______________________________________________________

DONOR MEMBERS 
CWA activities are made possible, in part, through the generous donations of our Donor Members. 

Donor Members as of April 26, 2021.

Double Diamond Level ($1,000+) 
Brocchini Farms
Port of Stockton
^^Roberts-Union Farm Center

Diamond Level ($501+$999) 
American AgCredit
Chiappe Farms, Inc.
Pacific Southwest Irrigation

Platinum Level ($251-$500) 
John & Lynne Armanino
Big Valley Tractor
Bobcat Central
Susie Calhoun & Troy Bowers
Merry & Darrel Carter
Danamark Walnuts
Beth & Mark Diemunsch
John Dondero Farms, Inc.
Kromann & Co.
Lagorio Brothers, Inc.
Henry & Angie Long
Precissi Flying Service, Inc.
Lorraine Sanguinetti 
Sanguinetti Ranch
Wilbur Ellis (Manteca Branch)
Zylstra Auto & Hardware

Gold Level ($151-$250) 
Marit Arana
Elizabeth & Irma Demichelis
R & J Dondero, Inc.
Cathy Eilers
The Fruit Bowl

John & Roxann Fugazi
Bruce Ghio Realtors
Gemma Giannecchini
Erna Murphy
Lory Mussi & Victoria Mussi Inv. LP
Bernadine & George Piccardo
Tanaka Farms, Inc.
Waterloo Orchards, Inc.

Silver Level ($100-150) 
Leslie Avansino
E & J Barosso
Mary & Doug Barr
Richard & Fran Bozzano
Jon & Christine Brandstad
Camera Brothers
Lee & Peggy Brumley
**Central Irrigation, Inc.
Chinchiolo Farming Co., Inc.
**Julie & Brian Clary
Diana Connolly
Dave & Karen Cultrera
JoAnn & Angelo Cuneo
Lora K. & Joe Daniels
A & A Dasso Farms, Inc.
Mary Dodds & Alice Santos
Escalon Feed & Supply
Lorene & Eddy Freggiaro
Nellie & David Frison
Kathy & Max Haro
JMR Ranch
**Kelley Inspections
Eileen Kuil
Kuil Brothers, Inc.
Lagorio Companies

Liebelt Vineyards
Ray & Marla Livengood
Lodi Farming, Inc.
Diane Malcoun
Martin Farms
Vickie Mello & Bob Schulz
Midland Farms
J. Milano Co., Inc.
Mohr-Fry Ranches
**Elizabeth & Alfred Nicolini
Nola Orchards
Eddie & Judy Piazza
A.L. Powell Companies, Inc.
Carol & John Regusci
Re/Max Grupe Gold
Bill & Rogene Reynolds
Rossi Ranch
Jeannette Sanguinetti
John & Marie Schallberger
Stokes Farms
Tanaka Land Co.
Tim & Arlene Weststeyn
Togninali Farms, Inc.
Larry Togninali Farms
Marilyn Togninali
Angie & Loren Vana
Gayle Watkins

** denotes NEW Donor Member
^^ denotes in-kind members

A tribute gift is a special way to 
honor or remember a loved one. 
Upon receipt of your contribution, an 
acknowledgement card will be sent to 
the person designated stating that a 
donation has been received.  
When you honor the memory of a 
loved one, you help further the 
education of SJ CWA members’ 
children and grandchildren.  
Please send to: SJ CWA 
PO Box 31334 
Stockton CA 95213



UPCOMING EVENTS

MAY 
21 - SJ CWA Celebration in the Country Table Setting Viewing 5:00-9:00pm at 
Roberts-Union Farm Center, Stockton 
22 - SJ CWA Celebration in the Country Table Setting Luncheon 11:30am (viewing 
begins at 10:30am) at Roberts-Union Farm Center, Stockton 
 
JUNE 
11-20 - AgFest 
16 - SJ CWA Meeting time and place to be determined, stay tuned. If you have an 
idea on a location, contact Leslie.

JULY 
21 - SJ CWA Meeting, tentative, stay tuned… 
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